J-fouse ancf (garden T>ay 

. . . a 'WaCfiing "Tour 

Sunday, March 3, 2013 

The 2013 House and Garden tour takes place in a part of Palm 
Beach where the street names commemorate the grandest early- 
estates. El Mirasol (sun flower), designed as a winter home by Addison 
Mizner in 1921 for Philadelphian Edward Stotesbury and his wife, 
Eva, was one of the most magnificent residences ever built in Palm 
Beach. It launched not only Mizner 's architectural career but also 
the trend for building elaborate personal residences. At a cost of one 
million dollars, it required a seasonal staff of forty to care for the estate 
whose forty acre grounds included multi-level terraces and fountains, 
loggias, patios, an aviary an orange grove, a dock, as well as a Moorish 
tea house, thirty-seven bedrooms and a twenty car garage. The scale 
of entertaining was commensurate with the grand architecture. The 
highlight of the winter social season was the February 26th birthday 
party that Eva, the queen of Palm Beach society, hosted for her husband 
and five hundred guests. By the time of Mr. Stotesbury's death in 1938, 
the fortune had dwindled considerably, forcing Eva to sell off portions 
of the land. After her death in 1946, the contents were auctioned off, 
the house demolished, and the remaining twelve acre property divided 
into fourteen lots. An elaborate tiled entrance at 365 North County 
Road, designed by Fatio in 1930 to replace an earlier gate destroyed in 
the 1928 hurricane, is all that remains of the legendary El Mirasol. 

John S. Phipps' estate, Casa Bendita, named after his wife "Dita", 
was also designed by Mizner and completed in 1923. A large parcel of 
ocean to lake property was the site of the house which featured a four 
story octagonal tower, a roofed, open colonnaded pool and extensive 
gardens, greenhouses, guest houses and tennis courts. The oceanfront 
property and house were sold in 1960 with the Phipps family keeping 
twenty acres to the west of County Road. Casa Bendita met the 
wrecking ball after a large auction of artifacts, many from Mizner's 
original factories. A twelve lot subdivision was created on the site of 
what was once called Phipps Castle. 

Los Incas was a grand house built about 1918 for A. Kuser of New 
Jersey. Sandwiched between Henry Phipps' Heamaw, now demolished 
and Stotesbury's El Mirasol, Los Incas is most noted as the home 
of the Bigelow-Sanford heir, Stephen, and his wife, Mary Sanford. 
Mary Sanford assumed the title of queen of Palm Beach society after 
the reign of Eva Stotesbury. The Los Incas house was demolished and 
the six acre property was subdivided in 1978. 













300 North Ocean 'BouCevarcC 

HOUSE #1 

When this Mediterranean revival style house was 
purchased the owners did not anticipate a total renovation 
of the residence. Stripped down to the studs and the 
concrete, walls were moved, new floors installed, the hall 
and stairs redesigned and a new roof added. The result is 
a wonderful blend of materials and furnishings. Star and 
quatrefoil patterned marble floors lead to the living room 
where antique Indian teak columns on stone bases were 
added to separate the living room from the dining room. 
A collection of framed plaster intaglios line the walls and 
mix with a variety of European antiques. The dining room 
walls have been upholstered in a Renaissance style fabric 
and furnished with leather covered chairs and 18th century 
Italian and Spanish style furniture. A beautiful pair of gilt 
sconces hang above the buffet. The corner cupboards hold 
a collection of English Ironstone. 

The breakfast room, with a new pecky cypress ceiling 
and iron chandelier, is part of a new country kitchen. 
Behind the bar as you exit to the guest house is a hand 
carved wooden shell. Looking to your right through the 
gallery is an interesting trompe l'oeil. 



The guest house bedroom and its sitting room adjoin 
a covered lanai. Pebble mosaic bands around a mosaic 
medallion make an interesting path connecting it to the 
main house. Note the variety of textures created by Mondo 
grass, Horsehair fern, and Victoria fern around a majestic 
Canary Island Date palm. In the serene walled garden, 
with its repeating arches, hedges, and pots of Sago palms, 
is a wonderful French 19th century cast iron fountain. The 
combination of the variety of elements repeated in this 
well balanced garden design is exceptionally elegant and 
tranquil. 







148 TC MirasoC 

HOUSE #2 

The grounds of this recently constructed two story 
Bermuda style house are home to many varieties of palm 
trees including a nice Bismarckia palm in the entry 
courtyard. The dramatic entry hall displays a large 
collection of 19th century engravings. Looking to the left, 
follow the Chippendale wood railing to the top of the stairs 
to see a pair of M. Easton photographs of Cuban interiors. 
Foo dogs guard a hallway punctuated by a 19th century 
English table and bull's eye mirror. The large living room 
is divided into two seating groups. Overscaled finials 
in niches on either side of the fireplace, a collection of 
engravings, sconces and an antique mirror balance the 
enormous painting by Cuban artist, Carlos Alfonzo, on 
the opposite wall. Pale green accents a palette of natural 
colors and textures in a wonderful mix of traditional and 
contemporary furnishings. In a hallway recess sits an 
antique prie-dieu. The dining room with its French doors, 
faux painted ceiling, stried walls and trompe l'oeil moldings 
creates a pavilion atmosphere. The silver leaf squares in 
the ceiling trellis add sparkle to the fresh green and cream 
color scheme, and the elegant Queen Anne dining chairs 
add warmth. 

The sleek modern kitchen uses black, gray, white 
and stainless steel to create a highly functional and 
sophisticated space for cooking and watching television. 
The use of contemporary furniture around a stainless and 
glass coffee table and the painting by Jose Bedia exude 






an urbane sensibility and are the perfect transition to the 
walled outdoor dining terrace. Between jasmine covered 
stone sections, is a fountain where water gently cascades 
down three black pebbled walls into a trough, beside a teak 
dining table and chairs. 

An aqua tiled, elevated pool dominates the terrace. To 
the right is a cabana. Ficus and citrus trees in planters and 
Foxtail, Royal and other palms dot the luxurious tropical 
landscape. A large loggia uses contemporary furniture 
to provide a comfortable and relaxing atmosphere, 
punctuated by bold shots of aqua. Another painting by 
Carlos Alfonso hangs above the bar. Beyond the loggia, the 
soothing custom colored master bedroom can be viewed 
through French doors. At the left edge of the garden, a 
wonderful sculpture is partly hidden under dense foliage in 
this tropical Shangri-La. 









I 




140 TC MirasoC 

HOUSE #3 

The center section of this British Colonial style house is 
an original John Volk residence built in 1965. The prolific 
Volk is credited with designing over one thousand buildings 
in Florida and the Bahamas. Known for symmetry and 
balance, his elegant sense of proportion and attention to 
detail can be seen in the curved front door fan light and 
in the entry hall. A broken pediment trims the entrance 
to the dining room which is flanked by pairs of mirrors 
and sconces. Unusual light fixtures with Murano glass 
balls lighten the sense of formality. The present owners 
extensively renovated the house, adding the marble floors 
with rosso verona dots to relate to the rosso verona dolphin 
fountain which sits below the beautiful curving stair case, 
which is a signature John Volk design. 

The living room's focus is a marble mantle with 
Wedgwood medallions. When the owner was eighteen and 
traveling with her mother, she fell in love with this mantle 
and bought it, becoming a collector at an early age. A soft 
palette of cream, blues and apricot compliments 18th and 
19th century English antiques, many in pairs, highlighting 
the balance and symmetry of the architecture. 

The dining room was remodeled, closing up a doorway 
into the living room and creating a wall for the antique 
English yellow and white marble mantle. Coral chairs, 
silk plaid curtains and pale green walls complement the 
architectural engravings. The mirrored dining room niches 
showcase a treasured collection of Meissen china c. 1750. 



Note the whimsical ceiling fixtures. 

In the kitchen, there are many paintings reflecting the 
owners' love of Venice. A faux painted treillage breakfast 
room was once a screened porch. 

From the garden one can look back at the house and 
see the later additions of a large two story wing with four 
bedrooms as well as a one story master bedroom wing. 
The pool and terraces reflect the symmetry and balance 
of the house. This spacious garden invites relaxation and 
pleasure. 










5 'Via Los Incas 

HOUSE #4 

On the six acre property where the Kuser/Sanford house, 
"Los Incas", once stood, now stand a number of Palm Beach 
houses in the Regency style, which was made popular by the 
bite R. Gottfried, a real estate developer. The first owner of 
1his house is thought to have been Marta Batista, widow 
and second wife of Cuban dictator, Fulgencio Batista, who 
died in exile in 1973. Though the exterior may look like 
fche game 1980's Regency, hold onto your hat for a major 
Surprise inside. This style was characterized by the use of 
many columns to divide the spaces and marble polished 
formality. However this owner wanted a more modern 
Interior. Through a yearlong remodel and more than a few 
designers, the owner achieved his goal of an unimpeded 
ocean view and a more casual and modern aesthetic. The 
only original elements remaining are the mantle in the 
dining room and the marble floors, which the owner had 
honed to remove the hard shine, typically associated with 
I 'aim Beach Regency. 

Upon entering the house, the expansiveness of the 
view is nothing less than stunning. Clear that he wanted 
nothing to take away from it, the owner insisted on a blue 
and white color scheme. A great room facing the pool and 
the breaking waves of the Atlantic was created using blue 
wool rugs, white upholstery, mahogany furniture, and 
accents of blue and white porcelains. A large wood table 
with a collection of blue and white porcelain anchors the 
room's reception area. Above the banquettes are two large 



photographs by Lawrence Beck taken at Giverny in France. 
Informality has been introduced by the use of bead board 
paneling, mahogany wood trim and textured paper. There 
are three distinct activity areas in the great room. The right 
side is for television viewing, the center for conversation 
and to the left, a bar. The mahogany bar was purchased 
in New York, and behind the bar's mirror is a television 
which can be viewed right through the mirror. The dining 
room furnishings continue the theme with dark mahogany 
furniture and a blue and white geometric rug. 

To the left of the pool terrace is a guest house, whose living 
room also serves as an office for the owner. The walls are 
covered in an unusual textured paper that gives the illusion 
of wood paneling. The owner says he never wants to leave 
the property when he's here. Why would he, with one of the 
most spectacular settings in all of Palm Beach? 







12 o Casa 'BencCita (garden ONLY) 
HOUSE #5 

( )n this property once stood Casa Bendita, the John Phipps 
estate, with its four story octagonal tower, colonnaded, 
covered pool, walled garden, patios, loggias and outdoor pool. 
Tins was one of Mizner's finest residences and one of Palm 
Bench's greatest estates. The property sits high on a ridge 
;mil once extended from ocean to lake. After Phipps' death 
in I960, the house was razed and the land subdivided into 
I waive lots. At the entrance to this property are two vestiges 
of its former grandeur and glory have been landmarked and 
preserved. On the right at the end of a swimming pool built 
in 1928, stands a wall that is a replica of the King Carlos V 
iif Spuin horse trough in the Alhambra Palace. Its dolphins 
nnew water into a trough which once fed an eighty-five 
foot long by twenty-five foot wide swimming pool. Now the 
driveway crosses over what has become a reflecting pool. 
Interestingly, the crest at the top is that of John of Austria, 
I lie illegitimate son of Carlos V, which explains why it is on 
I he Alli.nnhra fountain. The other crests are of the house of 
('.■ishlle and Isabella, as well as Ferdinand's personal coat 
of arms. 1 1 is thought Mizner saw this fountain in 1921 on 
:i visit to Spain, then had it painstakingly reproduced for 
I lie Phipps in shell stone. To the left, in the arched entry 
is, a pair of stone benches with dolphin arms relating to 
I he small dolphins on the fountain wall. The focus of the 
cloistered garden room is an antique fount. This garden room 
r, symmetrically arranged with four parterres centered on 
( '.utary Island Date palms. Three arches on the east wall are 



mirrored and reflect the entry arches. This garden room was 
the setting for a Flower Show in 1931. 

A specimen Ponytail palm on your right is worth noting 
as well as several large Ficus altissima trees shading the 
tumbled travertine paths. Triple hedging of Red Crinum 
lilies, Crotons and Green Island ficus edge the drive along 
with several large Pandanuses. Calamondins, ferns, 
bananas and a burbling black fountain create a secret 
garden outside the orchid house, where vanilla bean orchids 
are growing on a red trellis. Pause by the fountain and 
imagine the original colonnaded pool where Flo Ziegfeld 
staged tableaux vivants, and where the grounds were filled 
with every imaginable plant and tree. Landmarking has 
preserved this lovely fountain evoking a bygone era. 







215 Cor aC Lane 

HOUSE #6 

Call your travel agent and cancel the trip to Morocco! 
Paradise in Arabic means an enclosed garden of earthly 
<lc h^hls. It is recreated here in this magical transformation 
o£i L949 lie I ford Shumate Bermuda style house. Originally 
pari <>(' the El Mirasol estate, the grounds were recently 
expanded for a new guest house and garden. In the guest 
ho u we courtyard, enchantment begins with the hand 
painted and stenciled walls. The predominate role of water 
1:. ween and heard in the dual burbling fountains with 
pebble mosaic patterns, under the perfect shade canopy of 
four Medjool palms. The use of intense color from the bright 
red of the house and walls to the brilliant turquoise pool 
and ceiling, to the powerful indigo furniture, creates an 
exotic atmosphere. The new guest house, called Elephant 
I liai.c, consists of two bedrooms and baths and an open air 
h\ in;', .pace with upholstered ceiling and walls covered in 
authentic l/.nik tiles. Hanging lanterns, a tiled fireplace 
ami deep banquettes covered with pillows in patterns from 
I. ho I '.1 1 East invite relaxing. The guest bedrooms showcase 
nn ii.ul faux painted effects from patterned tile to stenciled 
wall,,, cnlings and fireplaces. Layering of furnishings in 
every color and texture from Suzanis to silver furniture 
furl hers (he fantasy of a faraway land. 

Throughout this property, the attention to detail, the 
elaborate patterning of pebble and stone mosaics, the 






variety of materials in ever changing combinations is 
fantastic. A rich variety of plants, leaves, textures, colors, 
exotic fruits and fragrances add to the spellbinding illusion. 
In the garden by the main house an exotic dining pavilion 
with yellow, blue, black and white Arabic decorations is 
situated beside another brilliantly colored pool. The small 
blue house has a tiny guest room and bath. To the right, 
the bedroom of another guest house is decorated in shades 
of red, has a tented metal bed and hanging textile panels in 
a unique wall treatment. 

The main house is called Camel House and has a 
camel obelisk near the entry gate. Moroccan green tiles 
surround a star fountain decorated with blue and turquoise 
pots. Stunning, marvelous, astonishing, imaginative and 
overwhelming are all adjectives that befit this magical 
paradise in the true meaning of the word. 



blouse and (garden Day 

BOUTIQUE VENDORS 



Cool Roses 
EL'C Floral 
J. Williams Chocolate Co. 
Johanna Kitson 
Kemble Interiors 
Lota Austin Foster 
Mary's Orchids 
Morgan Terry 
Orchid Acres 
Palm Beach Baubles 
Phyllis Dennis 
Snappy Turtle 
Snpornaturals of South Florida 

Trieste Ries Mcintosh 

Vicky Denton Vintage Jewelry 

The Woodturner 
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House and Garden Day 
... a Walking Tour 

Parking at 

The Society of the Four Arts 

and direcdy across from the Society 

at 440 Royal Palm Way lot 

and underground garage. 

Shuttle buses begin at 11:00 a.m. 
and run continually. 

No parking available at houses. 

No children under 16 
No Cameras/ No Smoking/ No Cell Phones 
Mat-soled Walking Shoes Required 

The Garden Club is not responsible for 
accidents occurring on the tour. 

http://wvvw.gardenclubpalmbeach.com 

50% of ticket cost is tax deductible 
Tax exempt number 85-80 12646879C-4 
Florida Solicitation Registration # CH3831 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION & FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION 

OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, 

WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 

ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION 

BY THE STATE. 1-800-435-7352 



TICKET 

The Garden Club of Palm Beach, Inc. 

Member of the Garden Club of America 

presents 

House and Garden Day 
... a Walking Tour 

Sunday, March 3, 2013 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Rain or Shine 

Boutique at The Four Arts Plaza 

starting at 9:30 a.m. 
Shuttle buses begin at 1 1:00 a.m. 

and run continually. 

Houses & Gai-dens dose promptly at 4:00 p.m. 

Benefiting 

Four Arts Garden, Town Beautification Projects & 

Pine Jog Environmental Education Center/FAU 

Tickets: $125.00 No Refunds 

Mail Order: 

P.O. Box 2791, Palm Beach, FL. 33480 

Tel: 561-837-6635 

(over) 
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